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"yesorno "onthespot* Being by no means ready for another war within so short a time of Ms disasters in the Far East, the Tsar yielded, as his opponents had confidently reckoned he would do, and the crisis was over.
But only temporarily over. " It was with surprise and indeed with bewildered consternation," wrote Sir Arthur Nicolson, the British Ambassador in St. Petersburg, " that the public learnt that the Russian Government, who were supposed to have under their special care the interests of the smaller Balkan States, and whose influence in the Balkan Peninsula has been endangered, had consented suddenly to abandon the position which they had hitherto assumed, and to sanction the act which Austria-Hungary had executed some months ago. It was considered not only in the Press but in all classes of society that Russia had suffered a deep humiliation and had renounced the traditional part which she had hitherto played in South-East Europe, and in the prosecution of which she had made so great sacrifices in the past." These feelings were intensified when in the following year the German Kaiser visited Vienna and claimed in a public speech to have stood behind his ally, Austria, " in shining armour," while Russia suffered this humiliation. One thing was dear from this time forward: the Tsar was very unlikely to submit again to a similar threat, for, if he did, he would risk losing all authority among his own people, if he did not actually lose his throne*
The DAILY TELEGRAPH Interview
The Bosnia-Herzegovina affair was by no means the only trouble in the year 1908. Right in the middle of the annexation crisis came the publication in die Daily Telegraph (October 29,1908) of the famous interview in which the Kaiser protested his regard for Great Britain and his grief at the lack of reciprocity which his many efforts to be of service to her had encountered. He said he took as a "personal insult" the distortions and misrepresentations of his repeated offers of friendship to England by a considerable section of the English Press, and added that his own position in seeking British friendship was the more difficult because only a minority of his countrymoi —though it was true an influential minority—sirred his feelings* He further claimed credit for having refused the request of
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